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S 46.42 The Si sapa Discourse

Si sap Sutta

The Si sap Discourse

[All we need to know to be free]
(Sa yutta Nik ya 56.31/5:437 f)
Translated by Piya Tan ©2007

Introduction

The Si
pa Discourse records that once the Buddha holds
up a small handful of simsapa leave [see picture] and declares
that what he has taught can be compared to the handful of leaves,
but what he know and had not taught is like all the leaves of the
simsapa forest. “This means that he claimed to know much more
than he taught but he did not claim omniscience” (Jayatilleke
1963:469).1
In the Ka aka-t,thala Sutta (M 90), for example, the
Buddha declares that it is possible for one to know all and see
all, but not everything simultaneously.2 Similarly, the Deva,daha Sutta (M 101) discusses the problem of omniscience and
experience.3 In the P s dika Sutta (D 29), the Buddha says that
he has unlimited knowledge of the past, but he can only know,
for example, that this is his last birth and that he would not be
reborn: the reason is that the future has not yet come.4 All this is
not the Buddha’s limitation, but simply that of the limits of
knowledge.

The simsapa

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalbergia
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See also 474.
M 90.5-8/2:126-128 = SD 10.8 Intro (2).
3
M 101/2:214-228 = SD 18.4.
4
D 29.27/3:134.
#
"
*-,,
, ,36=" "6 * 0
;@@@/&A ? A
? A * ?#@A
?
6
3 :%:,:%&$
7
6 &-&%$0 3 6 &-/&0B 6 :C/
8
S 56.32/5:438 f = SD 21.8.
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S 56.42 Si sapa Sutta

The Si sap Discourse
(S 56.31/5:437 f)

1

At one time, the Blessed One was staying in a simsapa9 forest near Kosamb5.

What has not been taught

2 Then the Blessed One, having gathered a few simsapa leaves in his hand, addressed the monks:
“What do you think, bhikshus, which is more: these few simsapa leaves gathered in my hand, or those
on the simsapa trees above?” [438]
“Bhante, few are the simsapa leaves that the Blessed One has gathered in his hand, but there are very
much more on the simsapa trees above.”
3 “Even so, bhikshus, much more is the direct knowledge that I have known, but that has not been
taught. Few is that which has been taught.
4 And why, bhikshus, have I not taught [pointed them]10 out?
Because, bhikshus,
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What has been taught
5

And what, bhikshus, have I taught?
I have taught,
‘This is the suffering.’
I have taught,
‘This is the arising of suffering.’
I have taught,
‘This is the ending of suffering.’
I have taught,
‘This is the path to the ending of suffering.’
6 And why, bhikshus, have they been taught by me?
Because, bhikshus,
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Devoted effort should be made to understand,12
Devoted effort should be made to understand,
Devoted effort should be made to understand,
Devoted effort should be made to understand,
D

‘This is the suffering.’
‘This is the arising of suffering.’
‘This is the ending of suffering.’
‘This is the path to the ending of suffering.’
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